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      Question: When did you realise that you loved the other person?

      Vlad: When I ate the cake. The thought of Inessa being upset was enough to bear the discomfort of eating it. No one else could have that control over me.

      Inessa: When Vlad didn’t come home. I wanted him to be there, and I knew that I’d found a family with him. It’s the one thing I never had, and I never had to pretend around him. He let me be weak. With him the weaknesses weren’t an issue or ridiculed. Even though he has incredibly fucked up thoughts about strength.

      Question for Vlad: Why did you tell Inessa to shut up all the time?

      Vlad: She talks a lot.

      Inessa: Answer properly.

      Vlad: Because I wanted her to talk more. She’s stubborn and a brat. If I didn’t say it, and ignored her, then she would have been silent. But she fought back. Verbally, anyway. Physically, she’s not a fighter and her strength lies in things I don’t have the patience for.

      Inessa: *heart eyes* That was sweet

      Question for Inessa: Why did you go back to normal after Vlad opened up to you?

      Inessa: *sends him out before answering* He wouldn’t have wanted to have loads of deep, emotional conversations. The topic is painful for him, and he uses his sarcastic rage as a defense mechanism. To Vlad, it’s something that happened and he’s never allowed himself to grieve. It wouldn’t be fair to force him to do it when he’s not ready.

      Vlad: *walks back in before she’s finished*

      Question for Vlad: If you went back in time, would you tell Inessa the truth about Vanya from the beginning?

      Vlad: No. She feels things for other people, it’s a disgusting habit and it would have skewed her opinion of me. She’d make me human, and I didn’t trust her. That has to be fought for. But she earned the truth.

      Question for Vlad: *scoots chair back so they’re out of reach* If you could swap one of your brothers for Vanya would you?

      Vlad: *starts tapping*

      Inessa: *covers his hand with hers* He sees his brothers the same way he does his children. He doesn’t treat them any different than he does Verena, and he still checks on them every night. I don’t think he’d be able to choose.

      Vlad: I’d give Valentin’s tantrums away. Actually, I’d pay someone to have to deal with them. But no, I wouldn’t be able to make a choice. There’s a reason behind me not allowing them to remember Vanya and it’s because they would be upset about that loss. They’re children, even now.

      Question: Why didn’t you tell your brothers about her after you told Inessa?

      Vlad: I purposefully made them forget her. It wasn’t a difficult feat when they were three and two. But whenever they asked about her, I’d refuse to answer. The fights kept me occupied for a short time and then, they were forced to fight each other, and they were too busy running from our parents to think about anything else.

      Inessa: But Tali knows about the grave?

      Vlad: There was no headstone until we left Russia and I’d earned enough money to afford one. They thought it was a park to play in and I knew they would be safe there.

      Inessa: Because of Grigory?

      Vlad: *whispers* Because of Vanya.

      Question: On a lighter note, what’s your favorite thing about each other that the other person doesn’t know?

      Inessa: *points at Vlad* He’s going first.

      Vlad: She’s a good person.

      Inessa: More…

      Vlad: And she’s very secure herself as you can see.

      Inessa: Thank you, now more.

      Vlad: I was being sarcastic. *she glares at him* Okay, she knows what she wants and she doesn’t settle for any less than it. Inessa is one of those people who knows her place in life⁠—

      Inessa: I swear to God if you say some misogynistic shit, I’m punching you.

      Vlad: You’ll miss, meelaya. She’s intelligent enough to know that every room won’t appreciate her presence, but she can play them to serve her purpose. As much as she’s a brat, she’s formidable and she’ll never allow anyone to make her less. Her strength is the opposite of mine and it’s mental. I’ve watched her cry and put her heart and soul into Steorra for people without wanting any recognition for it.

      Question: And you, Inessa?

      Inessa: I suppose Vlad’s okay. He has a good sense of humor sometimes.

      Vlad: WTF?

      Inessa: I like how protective he is of everyone he cares about and there’s no one as loyal as him. He’s a difficult person because he’s stubborn and set in his ways, but for the people he cares about, he can stop being neurotic. The thing I admire about him the most is the fact that he’s survived. He’s been through a lot of shit and yeah, he’s messed up. But he actually survived it with some humanity intact. He helps people whether he likes to admit it or not.

      Question: Now that you sleep next to each other, does Vlad snore?

      Inessa: Like a freight train. It shakes the walls and spiders will crawl into his mouth every night.

      Vlad: I don’t fucking snore.

      Inessa: He doesn’t really. He sleeps really silently and it’s creepy because he doesn’t move when he’s asleep.

      Question for Vlad: How many times a day do you want to gag Inessa?

      Vlad: I’ve got used to her noise since we’ve been married. But she needs to learn to be quieter now that we have little ears on our floor who can hear her moaning.

      Question for Inessa: How many times a day do you want to shoot Vlad?

      Vlad: *mutters* She’ll miss anyway.

      Inessa: *glares* Right now I want to. Give me a gun.

      Question: Why do you hook your little fingers together?

      Inessa: It’s an innocent gesture that I used to do when I was a kid with Stasya. We’d share secrets and promises. That was the last time I was allowed to be open with anyone. It felt the same with Vlad, that same type of comfort when you’re a kid and you feel like you have someone on your side? Yeah, like that. He’s that.

      Vlad: She done it and it seemed to calm her down.

      Question: Who’s your favorite brother?

      Vlad: None of them. They’re both fucking annoying and cause shit.

      Inessa: It depends. I like Tali because we’ve gotten closer during our pampering sessions, but Val is the person I can talk to. He understands that Vlad pisses everyone off, but we don’t want to change him, sometimes we just need to rant that he’s annoying so it’s out of our system. I think they’re both equal to me and Mr Rage over here doesn’t like anyone.

      Question: Is Verena close to Viktor?

      Inessa: Viktor is a lot older, and he acts more like a protector than a cousin. He’s her biggest cheerleader and he’s even started training because someone said that he has to be her guard.

      Vlad: He’s the same way any big brother is and he’s doing what he needs to.

      Question for Vlad: Why did you send the children to Steorra rather than look after them yourself?

      Vlad: Do I look like a fucking daycare service?

      Inessa: That was you? WTF, why didn’t you tell me? You just let me cry when you could’ve helped me. You’re such an ass. *crosses arms over chest* *slowly turns head, death stare* Wait, you didn’t even speak to me or know me when the first group were dropped off.

      Question for Vlad: Why did you start tracking down the children?

      Vlad: WTF has it got to do with you?

      Inessa: I want to know too

      Vlad: *sighs* FFS. I found the first clip of mine on the dark web after one of the old Vory showed it to me. He knew it was me and I needed them to be destroyed or they’d become a weakness, something that could control me.

      Inessa: *hugs him*

      Vlad: Then I stumbled on more. Each child who went from bright eyed and happy to a zombie. I’m a fucking prick but I’m not a sick cunt. There may have also been some rumors that I’d heard regarding Len that I wanted to confirm.

      Inessa: What information?

      Vlad: Do you want to talk about this now, meely moy?

      Inessa: *nods*

      Vlad: We’ll talk later. *turns to interviewer* You can fuck off.
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